GOUFFRE  THERESE  -  GUIERS  MORT  THROUGH  TRIP

By Serge Caillaut                                                                                                               P183

GENERAL:

This trip descends 598m over an underground course of 2600m.  It is waterlogged.  It should not be undertaken lightly, certain steps of the climbs and routes are somewhat easy to miss, not taking into account the risk of wandering into blind(oubliette) shafts.  To be reserved for excellent cavers, in a small party, capable of finding a difficult route, of getting through tight meanders, and of rigging a chasm!  Rigging will need to be done!

In flood, the vertical shafts are dangerously wet and there is no escape route on the edges of P150.  The trip takes about 12 hours, with two 60m ropes and one 30m to use on small pitches.  A survey is essential.  Travelling by car is always worth it!  In June 1994, the fixed rigging was totally inadequate and in a state of decay likely to pose mortal danger to anyone not checking it out.  It dates from the 1975 explorations.

ACCESS  &  LOCATION:

The entrance is marked by a plaque, painted  yellow, and a cairn!  Hard to miss!  It is 70m from the cliffs of the rochers du Midi, in a little glacial valley.  A good hour and a half’s walk is needed to reach the cave.  

Co-ordinates 876.55   341.25          1930m                    Distance in the cave  1030m

DESCRIPTION:

The entrance pitch starts below a pile of boulders cemented to each other. It goes down 10m to a little rock bridge where a meander starts gently rising to a 14m pitch, where a hand-line would be useful!  Next you get onto a fine 24m pitch where a tricky swing is needed 6m from the bottom to enter a new meander, narrower than the last.  A rope is permanently fixed.  A 6m rock slope follows, which you free climb despite some apprehension.  Then comes a 10m pitch which you descend for 6m, where again you need to swing to reach a sky-light.  A rope ring is in place and greatly assists this manoeuvre.  The meander continues, then splits in two; follow the right fork to find yourself next at the lip of a 15m pitch.  Place your feet on a sizeable boulder which you have to get round to manage an upward start on a loose choke to the left (inscription FJS on the wall).

The 20m puits du Crayon is impressive and big!  Next you must climb the right-hand wall and follow the meander high up.  Cross a rock slope going up 1m on the right and take the left-hand meander going gently up.  We are on the right track.  Now a 7m rock slope which leads to the puits Astrid, a superb 38m free-hang.                                                             P185

After the descent, you must go 7m up a passage (chimney?) in front of you, tricky and muddy as you could wish, then cross a ledge where old rigging is fixed to come out in the Choux-Fleurs (cauliflower) meander, between a 9m and an 8m pitch.  We are now at the top of the big verticals, and the risk of getting lost is reduced.
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You start with the 11m hellical puits Pierre, then the puits Biboc, which gets bigger and is wet, a novel 28m descent through a clean and shiny bottle-neck where you worry that perhaps you should have phoned the met. office  for a forecast!  And finally the 58m puits Sonia, which actually merits a detour.

We are 317m down.  From this point the route is clear.  A 20m climb up brings you into the salle à Manger (dining room), before you cross another ledge and ask yourself ‘ good god, why are bolts so rare?’!!!

The puits France you go down only 15m, and the puits Josée only 12m.  Then there is the meander de la Spermatogénèse(!), not very big but decorated.  A 10m pitch and we tramp along the chemin du Parlement, pleasant to travel.  30m before the puits des Illusions, go back up into the roof of the meander (men at work signs in place(?), to reach a gallery in the bedding planes which goes off towards the galerie Véronique and the galerie du Solitaire

The ultimate classic journey of the Dent de Crolles, by way of the galerie du Perquelin, the puits Pierre, the Sanguin system and its crawls, and the exit to the Guiers Mort.
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